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'TheHltiory dj King Lear, 

Come h«her friend,tell me Mvhat more thou knowcft. 

• Exk^ 

Sntcr Kent and a Gentleman, 

. Why the King of France is fo fuddcnly gone backe. 
Know you the rcafon? * 

Gwf.Something heleft imperfc<ain the ftate, which finechis 
comming foorth is thought of, which imports to the Kingdom, 
fo much feare and danger that his perfonall returne was moft re- 
quired and neceflary. 

. Who hath he left behinde him,GeneralI ? 

Gcwr.The Marfiiall of France, la Far, 

Kent,X>\A your letters pierce the Queeuc to any demonftrati- 
onofgriefe? 

gent.l fay (lie toolce thcm,read them in my prefence, 

And now and then an ample tcare trild downc 

Her delicate cheeke,it feemd flie was a Queene oreher paflion, 

Who moft rebell-likc,fought to be King ore her. 

Kent.O then itmoued her. 

(jf»f.Not to a rage, patience and forrow ftremc. 

Who fhould expreffe her goodlicft,you haue fccnc 
Sun-ftiine and raine at once,hcr fmiles and tearcs. 

Were like a better way, thole happy fmilets 
That plaid on her ripe lip, feemenot to know 
What guefts were in her cyes,which parted thence 
As pearlcs from Diamonds dropt ; in briefe. 

Sorrow would be a rarity mo.ft beloued. 

If all could fo become it. 

^e«f,Made fhe no verballqueftion ? 

Cfwr.Faith once or twice-fiYc hcau’d the name of fethcr 
Pantingly foorth, as if it preft her heart. 

Cried fifters,fiftets, fliame of Ladies fifters ; 
KtfH^.Fathcr,fifters, vyhat itbftorme ith night ? 

Let pitty not be bcleeuM.there fhc ftiooke 
The holy VJaterfrom her heauehly eyes,' 

And clamour moiftened her,then away flic flatted. 

To dcale with griefe alone. . 

the ftars,tbc flats aboue vs gouern bur tonditiorw, 




The Hi^eryifKhg Learl 

Elfe one felfe mate and mate could not beget 

Such different iflues ; youfpokc not with her fince . 

^fliwasthis before the King returnd ? 

<7c»r.No,fince, * , . » »• 

K#»f.Well fir,^epoore diftreffed Lear-i ith Towne, 

who fometime in his better tune remembers 

What we arc come about,and by no mcanes wtH yccld to fee his 
daughten 

Gc»r.Why good fir f , , , 

Kent.h foueraigne fliame fo clbowes him, his own vn^andnes 

That ftript her from his bencdi(ftion,turnd her 
Toforrainecafuakics.gauchcrdcarerights , . . . , 

To his dog-hearted daughters; thefc things fling his minde 
So venomoufly,that burning fliame detaines him kovoCordeltai 
(JcKf.AlackepoorcGentlcman. , , 

Xc»t*Of Albanies and Cornwals powers you heard not?/ 
Cc»r.Tis fo they are afoote. 

Kent.Vfell fir,ilc bring you to our mafter Lfarn 
And Icaue you to attend him,fome deate caufc 
Will in concealement wrap me vp a while. 

When I am knownc aright you fliall not greeue. 

Lending me this acquaintance,! pray you go along wit.i me. 

Exit,,. 

Snter Cordelia, T}d^er,andethers, 

Car.Alackc tis hc,why he was met cuen now. 

As mad as the vent fca, finging aloud, 

Ctownd with rankc femiter and furrow weeds , 

With hor-docks,hemlocke, nettles, coockow-flbwers, 

D arnell and all the idle weeds that |irow 
In ourfuftaining’CornCja century is fentfoorw^ 

Search cuery acre in the high grownc field, ^ 

And bring him to our eye, what can mans wifedomc do 
In the reftoring his bcrcaucd fcnce?hc that can helpe him 
T alee all my outward worth. 

Dfj^SoTherc is meanes Madame, 

Our fottet nurfc of nature is repofe, . 
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